Impaction of foreign bodies in the gullet is of frequent occurrence; but fatal perforation of the aorta by such bodies is an extremely rare complication. In a review of 602 cases of foreign bodies in the oesophagus by Matteson (1949) no (Bank 1943) .
The infant had difficulty in swallowing followed by fever and vomiting of blood. Radiograph revealed an open safety pin inside the oesophagus. Later it was passed rectally; but the child died of exsanguination from a small perforation of the aorta via the oesophagus.
5. Dreiack in 1934 (Bank 1943) (Bank 1943) reported that a man aged 41, a miner, suffered dysphagia after swallowing a chicken bone and subsequently bled to death from an aorticooesophageal fistula following a crushing chest THE INDIAN MEDICAL GAZETTE [Nov., 1952 injury in the mine. (Fig. 1) . The upper end of this bone had made a superficial (inverted capital V) shaped wound (Fig. 2) (Fig. 3) 
